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HAMPSHIRE 


Interim 
supt. 
named 


By Peter Spotts 


Former Gill-Montague 
Regional School District 
Superintendent Michael 
Sullivan was unanimously 
voted by the five Hampshire 
Regional School District 
School Committees to serve 
as the interim Superintendent 
this year during a joint meet- 
ing of the committees on 
Tuesday, Sept. 22. 

Sullivan, who takes 
over the seat vacated by 
Aaron Osborne at the end of 
August, recently retired from 
his Superintendent position 
on June 30, after leading 
the district for seven years. 
Stabilizing the leadership of 
Central Office, Sullivan will 
also bring valuable insight 
and expertise as the district 
looks for a fulltime super- 
intendent later this year. 
The motion to hire Sullivan 
states he will be on the job 
by Monday, Sept. 28. 

“T will say that I think 
the way we’ve looked at this 
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TELL 
Vibit 


Hampshire Regional High School seventh graders arrived for in-person classes on Monday, 
Sept. 21. Students are broken into two cohorts, based on the letters of the alphabet, and attend 





in—person on Mondays and Tuesdays or Thursdays and Fridays. 
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BECKET 


Harvest dinner to fund church structural repairs 


By Peter Spotts 


BECKET — The first 
Saturday in October is sig- 
nified by the annual First 
Congregational Church 
Harvest Turkey Dinner, which 
will be held takeout style in 
lieu of in-person on Saturday, 
Oct. 3. This year’s fundrais- 
er 1s particularly important as 
it will help fund repairs cru- 
cial to the future of the church 
building. 

Church Trustee Ray 
Ellsworth said powder 
post beetles were discov- 
ered earlier this year to have 
caused significant damage 
to the church structure. Rita 
Furlong said the beetles have 


been there for decades until 
being discovered. The bee- 
tles have been eradicated, but 
Huntington’s Jeff Penn and 
Chesterfield’s John Wallen 
have been contracted to sur- 
vey the extent of the damage 
and repairs needed. 

“What the beetles do 
is they hollow out the tim- 
ber and live in it. Eventually 
they use up all the timber, 
it becomes too weak to do 
its job and it disintegrates 
and you lose the building,” 
Ellsworth said. “They are 
doing an evaluation currently 
for us of all the beams, floor 
joists, belfry, timbers that 
might be compromised. So 
far, they’ve done the basement 


and they’ve indicated in a 
plan which beams need to be 
replaced, which joists need to 
be reinforced with steel, and 
which are okay.” 

“We do have some beams 
that are structurally unsound 
and need to be replaced,” 
added Rita Furlong. “That 
is tricky to do and terribly 
expensive.” 

Ellsworth said current 
plans are to have the survey 
done in time to go out for bid 
before the end of the calen- 
dar year. Once the bids are in, 
they’ll have an idea of the cost 
for the project and how much 
they’Il need to fundraise. 

“In order for us to save 
the church we’re going to 


have to get it done. It’s been 
an important town structure,” 
he said. “Without that particu- 
lar church, there wouldn’t be a 
Becket. They had to have the 
church first in order to form a 
township in Massachusetts at 
that time.” 

Dinner includes turkey, 
mashed potatoes, homemade 
stuffing, butternut squash, 
coleslaw, cranberry sauce, 
gravy, roll and butter, and 
homemade apple crisp for 
dessert. Cost will be $12 for 
adults and $5 for children 
under 12. Apple, blueberry, 
and pumpkin pies will also be 
available for $12 each. 
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CHESTER 


Museum opening 
doors for fall 


By Peter Spotts 


It has been months since the doors 
of the Chester History Museum had 
residents and visitors cross the thresh- 
old to view artifacts and memories 
of the town’s history, but opportuni- 
ties will be available in October and 
November to change that. 

The special open hours will be 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday, 
Oct. 11 and on Saturday, Nov. 7, for 
Veteran’s Day. 

“They have a large display for 
Veterans and would like to showcase 
that,’ said Historic Route 20 President 
Bryan Farr. 

While shut down during COVID- 
19, the Historical Society has not been 
idle. Donations from town history 
have continued including the addition 
of the signage from the Brookside 
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BLANDFORD 


Director adapts to 
student needs 


By Mary Kronholm 


Porter 
Memorial Library 
Director Nicole 
Daviau has craft- 
ed an innovative 
model for libraries 
to use to help sup- 
port the ongoing 
educational efforts 
of schools and at 
the same time help 
meet students’ 
needs. 

As Director of Blandford’s Porter 
Memorial Library, which is the only 
CWMARS network library in the 
Gateway Regional School District, 
Daviau is well-positioned to act as liai- 
son and even “bookmobile” between 
the school, CWMARS, and the district’s 
town libraries. Additionally, she will 
provide instruction via recorded tutorials 
on how to access and use databases and 
library systems, and provide recorded 
weekly story times for each elementary 
class with a supplemental video of book 
talks and/or library skill lessons. 

There must be access for indepen- 
dent reading, classroom/group reading 
books, and databases and texts that sup- 
port research for both staff and students. 





Nicole Daviau 
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Properly dispose of Household Hazardous Waste Oct. 24 


The Hilltown Resource Management 
Cooperative has announced their annual 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
Event for residents of the 10 HRMC 
member communities of Ashfield, 
Chesterfield, Cummington, Goshen, 
Huntington, Middlefield, Plainfield, 
Westhampton, Williamsburg, and 
Worthington. 

The event will take place on 
Saturday, Oct. 24, from 9 a.m. to noon at 
the Westhampton Highway Department. 

The program is free to HRMC mem- 
ber-Town residents. However, reserva- 
tions and pre-registration is required. 
Pre-registration runs from Oct. | to Oct. 
18. Those interested should email their 
name, street, mailing address including 


town and zip code, and phone number to 
hrmc@hrmc-ma.org. They may also call 
the HRMC with the above information, 
including an email address, at 413-685- 
5498. Huntington residents are asked to 
provide their transfer station sticker num- 
ber at the time of registration. HRMC will 
confirm registration by email and send an 
attached confirmation letter for partici- 
pants to bring to the event. 

Protect homes and the environment 
by properly disposing of old or unwanted 
household chemicals. Products contain- 
ing lead, petroleum products, pesticides, 
herbicides, and acids should not be poured 
on the ground, down the drain, or placed 
in household trash. The HRMC HHW 
collection program accepts a wide range 


of unwanted household products with 
labels that indicate that special handling is 
required. Examples of common warnings 
include “caustic, toxic, corrosive, poison, 
flammable, warning, danger, caution and 
keep out of reach of children and pets.” 
HRMC offers these suggestions to 
reduce the need to dispose of household 
hazardous wastes: Use the least hazardous 
products available: any products have less 
toxic or non- toxic alternatives. If some- 
one must purchase a hazardous product, 
buy only the amount that can be used 
up; Read labels: make sure that the prod- 
uct will do the desired effect to before 
purchasing it. Once purchased, follow 
instructions for safe use, ventilation and 
storage; Don’t use more of a product than 


HUNTINGTON 
Books and puzzle sale continues 


NORWICH HILL 


The First Congregational Church of 
Huntington reminds everyone that even 
though our physical doors are closed 
until further notice, we are most defi- 
nitely open for worship, praise, ministry 
and fellowship. We are an Open and 
Affirming Church and we invite and 
welcome everyone - seekers, believers, 
and wonderers alike, on their journey of 
faith, to join in 10 a.m. Zoom Sunday 
worship. We are also meeting for Friday 
Zoom Fellowship Time and the pastor 
is always available to speak with you. If 
you do not receive our emails and would 
like to connect with our Zoom worship 
service or fellowship time, please con- 
tact Pastor Carol at firstchurchofhun- 
tington @ gmail.com to receive the infor- 
mation you will need to participate. 

This week’s reading from Exodus 
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17:1-7, is an ancient story about a time 
when life was harder than it had ever 
been for God’s people. It invites us to 
break open our hard places and receive 
streams of possibility as we wonder 
what it is that refreshes and transforms 
our lives and spirits in these challenging 
times. 

We wish everyone God’s peace. 
Our prayers for health and wellbeing 
are with you and all the world during 
this time of pandemic. Please use the 
phone numbers and email address pro- 
vided to stay in touch or to contact the 
pastor. You are also invited to find us on 
Facebook at “Norwich Hill” for updates, 
information and spiritual encourage- 
ment. For more information, please con- 
tact 413-667-3935 or 860-798-7771 or 
firstchurchofhuntington @ gmail.com. 





HUNTINGTON — The women of 
the Huntington Evangelical Church sold 
many books and puzzles last weekend 
and have decided to continue the mini 
sale at least one more day, weather per- 
mitting. 


Tablets for seniors 


HUNTINGTON The 
Huntington Council on Aging has 
purchased six tablets for Huntington 
seniors to borrow through the 
Huntington Public Library. The tab- 
lets were purchased with Title III B 
CARES Act funds, awarded through 


the directions say to use: using an exces- 
sive amount of a product only results in 
greater danger to you and the environ- 
ment, not in a better job. 

Give leftover hazardous products 
to someone who can use them: friends, 
neighbors, community groups, or charities 
may be able to put your leftovers to good 
use; Avoid aerosols: much of the product 
may end up in the air rather than doing 
the job. 

Make homes safer by changing pur- 
chasing habits, and adopting some minor 
changes to the way home cleaning or care 
for lawns and gardens are done. 

For more information on recycling, 
visit the “What to do With” link at www. 
hrmc-ma.org 


The sale will take place on Saturday, 
Sept. 27 from 9 a.m. to noon. The books 
and other items will be set up in front 
of the Chapel on the green on Route 20. 
Masks should be worn, and social dis- 
tancing must be observed. 


available at library 


Highland Valley Elder Services, Inc. 

The loan period is two weeks 
and there is a $30 deposit. Borrowers 
will be required to sign an agreement. 
Please contact the library at 413-512- 
5206 or library @huntingtonma.us for 
more information. 


Barn inspections, animal census postponed 


HUNTINGTON — Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic for safety rea- 
sons, the State has postponed this 
year’s 2020 Routine Annual Barn 
Inspection/Animal Census until the fall 
2021: 

As always, if anyone has any ques- 
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being sold as one parcel. All the work is done. This land is close to Otis and within a 
few miles to a proposed Mass Pike Exit. Flat land with exceptional perc rates on paved 
road. These lots are listed separately at $60k per lot. Owner will consider financing to 
highly qualified buyer. Do the math. This is a home run. Land is on Shepard Road. 
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71 King Street 
Northampton, MA 01060 
413-586-1000 ¢ Fax: 413-585-0401 


INSURANCE 


Protecting you is our only business. 
Auto 
Home 
Business 


tions regarding any health issues with 
their livestock, please feel free contact 
Animal Control Officer Bob Jackman 
at 413-667-5635. Please stay safe and 
also please wear a face mask and obey 
proper social distancing to protect 
everyone from COVID-19. 


Our 
advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 


Let them know 
you saw their 
ad in the 


Country 
Journal 


www.whaleninsurance.com 


HILLTOWN REAL ESTATE 
by Adams Realty 


BLANDFORD, 8 LOT SUBDIVISION 


Prime Subdivision. These are premium building lots. 8 surveyed perked building lots 


Call James Adams Direct at 413-205-7580 


HILLTOWN REAL ESTATE BY ADAMS REALTY 
413-238-0300 + HilltownRealEstate.com 


Raspberries 
» $3.00 


heaping pint 


BLUEBERRY © 
RASPBERRIES FARM 


246 Skyline Trail, Middlefield »- Joe & Donna Pease 
Open: Tues.-Sun. 9-4, Closed Mon. «+ (413)623-8846 


“ALL YOU CAN EAT AS YOU'RE PICKING” 


Blueberries 
$2.50 


per pound 
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By Kathleen Bort 


s a child do you remember play- 
Ae: monkey in the middle? Now 

imagine playing the adult version. 
At one end there is pull to getting back to 
normal, creating a desire to go out, social- 
ize, get back to school, to assume our full 
employment. At the other end, the data of 
cases still emerging, new research, get- 
ting ready for flu season, news of closed 
schools, and programs that are halted. As 
we are running from one end to the other, 
we jump the hurdles in our pathways: 
horrendous fires, brutal racial riots, the 
census, global warming, and a conten- 
tious election. 

How far will we go toward the open- 
ing end of the monkey in the middle 
court. Are facemasks part of the uniform? 
Is social distancing part of the rules? Who 
is the referee that calls quarantining? 
Who is keeping score? The pull from the 
other end is the realization that it is not 
over, showing the number of daily cases, 
the loss of resources from fires and hur- 
ricanes, the people who must move to 


OTIS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Monkey in the Middle 


shelters, no mobility to return to Florida, 
Arizona, New Jersey. At times we are 
moving, and then we are at a standstill. 
We wonder are we making progress, or 
are things getting worse. At the end of 
the game, we realize that we need to do 
the best we can, and hope that everyone 
else does the same. 

The library is doing the best it can, 
cautiously opening to provide more ser- 
vices to our patrons and members of our 
community. It will be open Wednesday 
1] a.m.- 5p.m.; Thursday 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Friday noon-6 p.m., but for the safety 
of the staff the library will be closed 
on Saturdays until further notice. The 
socially distant capacity of the Library 
is 10 people including staff and patrons. 
Admittance to the Library is by appoint- 
ment only, so please call 413-269-0109, 
or email kbort @ otislibraryma.org 

Patrons may use the Library for 
computer use, allowing 3 Library com- 
puter appointments and 2 computer 
appointments using private devices. Each 
appointment will be 45 minutes in length. 
Face masks & gloves are required 


WILLIAMSBURG 
Register for flu clinic by Sept. 25 


WILLIAMSBURG — The Senior 
Center will host a flu clinic on Friday, 
Oct. 9 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., sponsored 
by CVS, for all Williamsburg residents 
age 60 years or older. The clinic will be 
held outdoors in the parking lot of the 
Williamsburg Town Offices, located at 
141 Main Street in Haydenville. 

Anyone interested in participating 
must register for an appointment to par- 
ticipate in the flu clinic. Registration will 
be done online, and an email is required 
in order for a registration link to be sent. 
Online registration is the preferred and 
best way to register. If someone 1s inter- 


ested in getting a flu shot at the clinic 
on Oct. 9, they must contact the Senior 
Center by emailing seniorcenterdirec- 
tor @burgy.org. 

If someone is unable register via 
email, call the Senior Center at 413-268- 
8410. 

Registration is required to receive a 
flu shot. Please contact the Senior Center 
no later than Friday, Sept. 25 in order to 
set up an appointment time. All partic- 
ipants are asked to wear masks, use the 
hand-sanitizer and practice social dis- 
tancing as much as possible during this 
outdoor event. 


WORTHINGTON 





Library collection available online 


WORTHINGTON The 
Worthington Library has at long last cre- 
ated an online catalog of its holdings. 
While library staff are nowhere near 
done adding the older books in the col- 
lection to the WebOPAC, patrons can 








Finally, Fall! 


Fall into it with these 7 | 
wonderful brews and wines! Cy Vow Fi 


Sam Adams Octoberfest, 12 pack .. $16.09+dep 
Wormtown Be Hoppy, 12 pack..... $11,59w/dep _», 
Sierra Batucco Pinot Noir, 4 pack ... $8.99 
Oliver Blue Berry Moscato, 12 pack $12.99 
Tricky WINS ..c.csssueveveves 912,99 


find most newer items online at 18652. 
rmwebopac.com. This is listed on the 
library website and Facebook page as 
well. No sign in is necessary. Call or 
email the library to request choices for 
pick-up in the book pick-up box. 
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Patrons may come to the Library to 
browse and select materials. Browsing 
will have a 30-minute limit. Facemasks 
and gloves must be worn, and strict social 
distancing will be maintained. Materials 
touched will be placed on a cart to be 
wiped and quarantined before being 
returned to circulation. The Circulation, 
Roosevelt, and Non-Fiction Rooms will 
be opened for browsing. 

Curbside Services will continue by 
calling the library to make requests; or 
by emailing requests to kbort @otislibra- 
ryma.org. 

Librarians can work preparing patron 
requests for pick up, copying, scan- 
ning, sending faxes, providing technol- 
ogy assistance, research, and reference. 
Materials must be returned in the out- 
side book depository. Librarians empty 
this book depository wearing gloves, 
and masks. Returned items are placed 
in isolation for 72 hours before being 
processed for return and subsequent cir- 
culation. 

New releases include “Axiom’s End: 
A Novel” by Lindsay Ellis, “Choppy 


CHURCH 


“We're sitting there with two freez- 
ers full of turkeys, so we had to do 
something. I think we’ll be successful 
doing take out,’ Furlong said. 

Reservations are requested so the 





church knows how much food to pre- 


Water” by Stuart Woods, “Happy 
Narwhalidays” by Ben Clanton, “The 
Devils are Here” by Louise Penny, 
“Monogamy: A Novel” by Sue Miller, 
‘Shadows in Death” by JD Robb, “Robert 
B. Parker’s Fool’s Paradise” by Mike 
Lupica, “True Crimes and Misdemeanors; 
the Investigation of Donald Trump” by 
Jeffrey Tobin, “Attainable sustainable: 
the lost art of self-reliant living” by Kris 
Bordessa, “The Smallest Lights in the 
Universe” by Sara Seager, and Migrations 
by Charlotte McConaghy. New audio- 
books include “Anxious People” by F. 
Backman and “Chaos” by Iris Johansen. 
New DVDs include Capone, The Good 
Doctor Season Two, and Infamous. 

As you play your monkey in the mid- 
dle game some time you will be close to 
the opening end, and sometimes you will 
be near the closed end. Most of the time 
you will be maneuvering the best you 
can through the runway amid the obsta- 
cles. Please know the Otis Library is also 
doing the best it can. 

Kathleen Bort is the Director of the 
Otis Public Library. 


BECKET 


from page I 


pare. To make a reservation, please call 
413-623-8300 and leave a message with 
a name and number of dinners and pies 
needed. Patrons may state which kind 
of turkey they prefer. Having the correct 
change will facilitate the transaction. 


District 
ONE Salon 


4 Maple Street, Suite 3A 
Chester, MA O10011 
413-207-4806 
Now accepting appointments 
Covid-19 compliant 


HOLLY BROGA 


Owner/Master Stylist/Colorist 
Hair Hustler 
“Bringing hair culture to the hilltowns” 
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21 Russell Road, Huntington (413) 667-3201 
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EDITORIAL 





Enjoy the air in fall 


he brisk air and cool breeze sweeping 

across our faces when we walk out onto 

the front step or porch to survey a new 
morning means something — Fall is here. 

While the official first day of Fall was 
this past Tuesday, the weather of my favorite 
season has been here for a couple weeks. The 
cool air mixed with sun creates the perfect 
weather balance. Running through the woods, 
long drives around the countryside, watching 
the leaves turn, little creatures scurrying about 
gathering the necessary provisions for winter, 
all wonderful staples of this beautiful season. 

However, fall 2020 is different from 
year’s past. Every weekend normally occupied 
by another town fair or Harvest Festival, the 
air filled with laughing children, adults min- 
gling and enjoying time in the community, are 
all silenced by COVID-19. Fall’s festive fright 
night, Halloween, has an uncertain future as 
towns debate if it’s possible to celebrate candy 
collection eve safely. Following that, who 
knows what our Thanksgiving tables will look 
like this year. Will there be a time to gather 
with family friends? 

Despite that, there’s plenty to enjoy. The 
Hilltown Hikers welcomed the public back to 
their hikes for thee first time since March. Fall 
is a beautiful time to hit the trails. There are 
many scenic views to be had of the Valley as 
the green landscape becomes a spattering of 
red, orange, and yellow before going bare for 
the winter. Fall’s the final chance to take in the 
last rays of warm sun on the banks of a pond 
or lake. 

There are apples to be picked, cider to 
sip, leaves to rake into piles — and then jump 
in to scatter them again; pies to bake, stories 
to share, and taking advantage of the natural 
playground fall in the hills is. 

If you find any lovely places, or interest- 
ing animals roaming through the woods, or an 
exciting activity happening in your commu- 
nity, please contact the Country Journal with 
your story or photos by either calling 413- 
283-8393 or countryjournal @turley.com. 

As we move steadily toward winter, it’s 
uncertain when it will be safe to hold indoor 
events again. Take advantage of these final 
months of nice weather to get outside, stretch 
your legs, meet friends and community mem- 
bers in areas in which it is easy to social dis- 
tance; once the snow hits it may be awhile 
before the chance will come back around. 

What do you think? Send your letter to 
the editor to countryjournal@ turley.com. 
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OLD JUSTICES 
NEVER DIE... 
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a peek at some of the things I’ve 
saved. This time I was looking for 
a few tidbits on heirloom apple 
varieties, perhaps something that 
would work its way into a good 
column. It is the peak of apple 
season, you know. Instead I found 
a love story, and while this char- 
acter isn’t known for romance, per 
se, it sure makes for a good start- 
ing paragraph. 
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We all have heard of Johnny Appleseed. 
I’m not sure if we learned about him in 
school or if he is one of those legends that 
mysteriously becomes etched in our brains. 
In my mind’s eye he is a ragamuffin of sorts, 
skipping to and fro across the country scat- 
tering apple seeds. I imagine how, in no time 
at all, the apple trees grew to be in full bloom 
along the cart paths, welcoming settlers as 
they made their way west. End of story. But 
who was Johnny Appleseed, and what sent 
him on a lifelong mission to blanket the 
Midwest in apple blossoms? 

The man we call Johnny Appleseed was 
born here in Massachusetts in the town of 
Leominster on Sept. 26, 1774. He is the only 
person awarded ‘folk hero’ status here in our 
state. His given name was John Chapman. 
It is likely that John and his older sister, 
Elizabeth, grew up in the care of relatives 
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Celebrating local legend, Johnny Appleseed 


have numerous old files from IN THE after his mother’s death from 
my days at Old Sturbridge GARDEN tuberculosis in 1776. His father 
Village. Occasionally [ll take was a Minuteman who fought at 
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Concord and later a Revolutionary 
soldier in the Continental Army. 
Some accounts have John head- 
ing West as early as the age of 
18, other stories claim him to be 
about 26 years old. 

Johnny was a practical nurs- 
eryman, more skilled and calculat- 
ed than my interpretation of him. 
He was also a good businessman 
and had a strong Christian faith. Together, 
these attributes wove John Chapman into 
a folk hero we know and love. With apple 
seeds from the cider mills in Pennsylvania 
in hand, Johnny cleared the woods to set up 
apple tree nurseries throughout the Midwest. 
A smart move, considering the law made new 
settlers plant 50 apple trees on their property 
during the first year of homesteading. He 
took payment for the trees he sold in whatev- 
er form was available (or not), whether it be 
in currency, old clothes or even food. 

Johnny lived in harmony with nature 
without ever having a permanent place to 
call home. In his travels he befriended Native 
Americans, white settlers and animals, all 
the while preaching and living his religion 
peacefully. Reportedly, he knew many Native 
American languages well enough to con- 
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Can | help my friend with his Social Security? 


By Russell Gloor 


ear Rusty: I am trying to help a good 
] Dims of mine who lives in Indiana and 

is 80-years-old. I am very concerned 
as he’s not now collecting Social Security for 
some reason, and I have no idea why. Is there 
any reason that you know of that would keep 
him from getting his benefits? Is there maybe 
something he might have done to keep him 
from getting his money? He worked 


Are there reasons why he might not be 
collecting? Sure, but they’re not common, and 
here are a few: 

e Indiana is one of 26 states where some 
state employees don’t participate in the federal 
Social Security program. If your friend was a 
state employee for his whole life he may not 
have contributed to Social Security, so he may 
not have the requisite 40 credits needed to col- 
lect Social Security. 

¢ Social Security benefits are gen- 


his whole life, is a retired electrician SOCIAL erally exempt from garnishing, except 
and was a long-time member of the SECURITY _for certain types of situations. Any 
Electricians’ Union. I’m not sure if he MATTERS U.S. government agency (such as the 


knows how to apply for his benefits, 
but he’s having a hard time making ends meet 
and could definitely use the extra money. He 
told me that an organization has offered to 
help him, but it will cost $7,500 and there is 
no guarantee they can get it for him. He can’t 
afford to pay that kind of money only to be 
told there is nothing they can do for him. ’m 
hoping you can give me some insight. Signed: 
Faithful Friend 

Dear Faithful Friend: If your friend has, 
as you say, worked and contributed to Social 
Security via FICA payroll taxes all his life, 
then he should be eligible to collect Social 
Security benefits. It only takes 40 quarters of 
credit (about 10 years of earnings) to be eligi- 
ble for SS, so he should certainly be eligible if 
he paid SS FICA taxes for enough years. 


IRS if he owes back taxes) can garnish 
his benefits if he owes them money. His bene- 
fits can also be garnished for unpaid alimony 
or child support. But usually such garnishment 
means only reducing his Social Security bene- 
fit, not completely eliminating it. 

e If he were collecting Social Security at 
one time, but Social Security later found that 
he had been overpaid for any reason, they 
could withhold his benefits until they recov- 
ered the overpayment. Sometimes, the actions 
of someone else (e.g., a former spouse) can 
cause him to be liable for an overpayment, but 
Social Security would have sent him a letter 
informing him of the overpayment and giving 
him an opportunity to appeal it. In any case, 
Social Security would only withhold benefits 
until the overpayment was fully recovered. 


e Social Security benefits are not automat- 
ically awarded. If your friend simply neglected 
to apply for benefits when he was eligible, 
Social Security wouldn’t sign him up automat- 
ically, regardless of his age. He will simply not 
get benefits unless he applies for them. 

Your friend shouldn’t pay anyone to 
find out if he’s eligible for Social Security 
benefits. The answer is simply a phone call 
away by contacting the Social Security 
Administration, either at the national number, 
1.800.772.1213, or by contacting his local 
Social Security office (the local contact infor- 
mation is at www.ssa.gov/locator). Generally, 
this type of transaction can be accomplished 
over the phone. He should call Social Security 
and tell them he wishes to apply for “Social 
Security Retirement Benefits.” Once they have 
his Social Security number they can tell imme- 
diately if he is eligible for benefits and, if he is, 
he should ask for six months retroactive bene- 
fits (SS will pay up to 6 months retroactively). 

If your friend cannot, for any reason, con- 
tact Social Security himself to discuss his situ- 
ation, he can appoint someone, such as you, to 
represent him in these matters. Here is a link to 
Social Security’s rules on having someone rep- 
resent him: www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10075. 
pdf. You are, indeed, a good and faithful friend. 

This article is intended for information 
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By Deborah Daniels 


he Wild and Scenic Westfield 
River Committee folk were active 
pulling weeds at the headwaters of 

the West Branch of the Westfield River 
in Becket. This group of volunteers are 
dedicated to preserving nature along 
and in the Westfield River watershed. 
Meredyth Babcock, volunteer and project 
coordinator has been hard at work with 
summer interns clearing weeds and pro- 
ducing educational videos about vernal 
pools and native flora and fauna along 
the Westfield River. The mission on 
Thursday, Sept. 17, was not to drain the 
swamp, but to heed the swamp’s lament; 
it was being overrun by invasive weeds. 
These weeds choke out the natural veg- 
etation in the swamp that supports native 
plants and wildlife. So, the phragmites 
(feathery fronded reed held by volunteer 
Marc) which are an aggressive wetland 
reed that can grow to 18ft in height had 
to go. The phragmites, purple loosestrife 
and multiflora rose bush had to be hand 
pulled out of the wetlands area of Center 
Pond Brook. It felt like we were get- 
ting ready for Halloween, making several 
haystacks of pulled phragmite to be left 
to decompose. They could easily double 
as a fall corn stalk sheaf decoration. We 
mercilessly chopped and beheaded them. 

We were able to free up Witch Hazel 
trees, Winterberry Holly, Spirea plants, 
cat nine tails and other tree saplings from 
the choking phragmite reeds. We uncov- 
ered a bird nest buried deep in the phrag- 
mite stand. Plenty of evidence of beavers 
at work (see photo of beavers revenge 
tree) and we saw frogs and fish that were 
glad to see a bit more sunlight now that 
the towering weeds were gone. 

The swamp was worked for four 
hours with some tools, such as the pull- 
erbear removal jack, vicious clippers and 
shears while singing, sedges have edges, 
rushes are round and grasses have leaves 
all the way to the ground, courtesy of 
naturalist John Burns. We passed large 
piles of pulled multiflora rose bushes that 
Meredyth and the interns had cleared, 
to which we added our meager efforts. 
It seems we got it wrong introducing 
this shrub to New England where it 
was promoted in the 1930s as a living 
fence, to keep farm animals in due to 
its sharp thorns and again promoted in 
the 1960s to be a car crash barrier plant- 
ed in road medians and to reduce head- 
light glare. By the 1990s it was recog- 
nized as a fast-growing invasive weed 


SECURITY 


purposes only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Security 


GARDEN 


verse, and had compassion for both his 
own and Native American cultures. Some 
stories make him out to be an herbal heal- 
er, aS well as a greeter of new settlers 
with a variety of medicinal plants in hand. 
Fennel even became known as ‘Johnny 
weed.’ It becomes more apparent with 
each additional piece if research I find 
that Johnny’s lifework was to be of ser- 
vice to others; at the same time he planted 
apple trees. Johnny Appleseed died at age 
70 in Fort Wayne, Indiana. A monument 
marks his gravesite. 

So what about the love story? From 
all accounts Johnny Appleseed traveled 
alone. A yellowed newspaper article 
stashed away in my file may give hope 
that Johnny’s journey didn’t start out that 
way. The story goes that John Chapman 
was to be married to Sarah Crawford. 
Instead, the day set aside for their wed- 


HILLTOWN HISTORY 
Saving the Swamp 


OO 6 NESS 
Westfield River Wild and Scenic Project 
Coordinator Meredyth Babcock led a group 
removing invasive species from the west 


branch of the Westfield River on Thursday, 


Sept. 17. 
Submitted photos by Deborah Daniels 





A birch tree bearing the scars of beaver 
gnawing. 


that was finally banned in the state of 
Massachusetts in 2009, no sale trade or 
import. Unfortunately, the beast has been 
released. It could now be praised for how 
well it hides road trash by swallowing up 
car tires, even the car itself with such a 
tangle of thorny bush you no longer see 
the car, Now if anyone needs bonfire 
fuel, kindly contact Meredyth Babcock 
as soon as possible. 

A sharp eye was kept on the group 
by Mr. Clement, who urged the group to 


Association. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmen- 
tal entity. To submit a question, visit 
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ding became the day of her funeral. She 
was buried in her wedding gown. A bou- 
quet of apple blossoms was to have been 
her bouquet. Johnny, overcome with grief, 
decided to go forth and make a monument 
for his beloved; he would blanket the land 
in her favorite flower. Fact or fiction, I 
can’t be sure. Perhaps it is another writ- 
er’s attempt to put a fairy tale beginning 
on a legendary life. The romantic in me 
hopes it to be true! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For the 
last 28 years, she has held the position 
of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject 
line. 
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Clement Begeron’s fine recycling emporium 
with Val, a volunteer with wild & scenic 
Westfield river. 


get it cleaned up. Pictured seated before 
his spare part and workshop nearby on 
Benton Hill Rd. The day was spectacular, 
and we were only sorry we didn’t take a 
sample of witch hazel leaves and twigs 
to make our own anti-inflammatory rub 
for sore muscles. Have you ever heard of 
Dickenson’s witch hazel? It was formerly 
Hawes extract, distilled from leaves and 
twigs since 1846. Witch hazel is used 
and approved as an astringent, anti-in- 
flammatory and vasoconstrictor (stops 
bleeding) agent. Put that in your surviv- 
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AMAC’s website amacfoundation.org/ 
programs/social-security-advisory) or 
email ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 


Se O BARE 





Feathery topped weeds along the 
branch. 


An origami 3D face mask donated by Rachel 
Babcock. 


alist tool bag. Face masks were donated 
by Rachel Babcock of Origami 3-D Face 
Masks, a local, fledgling business. Please 
support and contact LarkRisebyRachel@ 
gmail.com. Get outside, enjoy the 
Westfield River banks and wetlands and 
praise the efforts of weed pickers. 


Do you have a memory or historical 
curiosity from the Hilltowns that you’d 
like to share with your neighbors? Send 
your story and photos to countryjour- 
nal@ turley.com. 


Corrections policy 


If you notice a factual error in 
our pages, please let us know, so that 
we can set the record straight. Email 
information to countryjournal @tur- 
ley.com, or call us at 413-283-8393. 
Corrections will be printed in the 
Same section where the error origi- 
nally occurred. 


Welcome Autumn 


OUR OWN CORN | WINTER SQUASH | PUMPKINS | GOURDS 
CORNSTALKS | BOBBY’S FAMOUS MUMS | BEANS | MORE! 


Native apples, pears, potatoes and more! 


_f91o) 


E. Cecchi Farms 1131 SPRINGFIELD STREET 


FEEDING HILLs, Mass. @ “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.” 
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Notice of Chester 
Special Permit 
Granting Authority 
Public Hearing 
Special Permit Review 
for a Proposed Bed and 
Breakfast at 
14 Johnson Hill Road 

The Planning Board of the 
Town of Chester, as the spe- 
cial permit granting authori- 
ty, will hold a public hearing 
to conduct a special permit 
review for a proposed bed 
and breakfast operation. The 
public hearing will be held as 
follows: 


Place: Chester Town Hall 
Auditorium 
Date: Thursday, 
08 October 2020 
Time: 6:00 PM 


The special permit review 
is for a proposed bed and 
breakfast operation to be 
developed by Brookside 
Springs LLC, which will be 
located at 14 Johnson Hill 
Road in Chester. 

NOTE: Social distancing 
protocols are in effect- all 
attendees are required to 
wear masks. Remote atten- 
dance will be available via 
Go To Meeting. Contact the 
Chester Town Administrator 
for details. 

9/24, 10/01/2020 


Town of Otis 
Public Pole Hearing 
October 13, 2020 

In accordance with 
the provisions of Section 
22, Chapter 166, of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, 
you are hereby notified that 
a public hearing will be held 
remotely through Zoom. You 
must check the Town of Otis 
website at townofotisma.com 
within 24 hours of the start 
time for a link to join. 


October 13, 2020 at 
7:00pm 

Pursuant to the Governor’s 
March 12, 2020 order sus- 
pending certain provisions of 
the Open Meeting Law, G.L. 
c. 30A, Sec 18, this meet- 
ing is being held via remote 
participation to the greatest 
extent possible. Every effort 
is being made to ensure that 
any member of the public may 
access the meeting in real 
time, via technological means. 
Agendas will be amended to 
show the link and participation 
code to access the meeting no 
sooner than 48 hours before. 
Recordings and/or draft pro- 
ceedings of the meeting will 
be available on our website as 
soon as possible. 

This will be regarding peti- 
tion #6B030526 of Eversource 
to erect one line of poles with 
cables, wires and fixtures 
including necessary anchors, 
guys, and other sustaining 
and protecting fixtures on 
Dimmock Road. 

9/24, 10/1/2020 


HAMPSHIRE, SS: 
COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
TRIAL COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH 
SUPERIOR COURT 
HAMPSHIRE, SS: 
DOCKET NO. 2080 CV 00010 
DONALD EXWARE and 
MARY LOU M. EXWARE 
Plaintiffs 
vs. 

THE HEIRS OF MARY C. 
FISKE and SUCH PERSONS, 
IF ANY UNASCERTAINED, 
NOT IN BEING, UNKNOWN, 
WITHIN OR WITHOUT THE 
COMMONWEALTH, OR WHO 
CANNOT BE SERVED WITH 
PROCESS, THEIR HEIRS OR 
LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES 


OR SUCH OTHER PERSONS 
AS SHALL BECOME THEIR 
HEIRS, DEVISEES OR 
APPOINTEES 
Defendants 
HARRY JEKANOWSKI, JR., 
CLERK OF COURTS 
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY 
SUPERIOR COURT 
15 GOTHIC ST., 
PO BOX 1119 
NORTHAMPTON, MA 01061 
ORDER OF NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION 
PURSUANT TO 
M.G.L, C. 240, S.7 

TO THE ABOVE NAMED 
DEFENDANTS: 

WHEREAS, a civil action 
has been begun against you in 
our Superior Court by Donald 
Exware and Mary Lou M. 
Exware wherein they are seek- 
ing an order from this Court 
declaring and adjudicating that 
they are the owners of a parcel 
of land located at 2 Rear, Main 
St., Huntington, Hampshire 
County, MA; and further they 
seek an order from this Court 
declaring and adjudicating that 
the deed that they received 
from your predecessors in title 
be reformed to include said 
parcel of land; and further that 
you be forever barred from 
asserting any claims to said 
parcel. 

WE COMMAND YOU 
if you intend to make any 
defense, that on 10/26/2020 
or within such further time as 
the law allows you do cause 
your written pleading to be 
filed in the office of the Clerk 
of Court named above, in said 
Commonwealth, and further 
that you defend against said 
suit according to law if you 
intend any defense, and that 
you do and receive what the 
Court shall order and adjudge 
therein. 


Hereof fail not, at your 
peril, or as otherwise said suit 
may be adjudged and orders 
entered in your absence. 

After consideration of the 
Motion filed by the Plaintiff 
and the exhibits and materials 
submitted therewith, the Court 
finds that personal service can- 
not be made upon the above- 
named defendants. Therefore, 
it is ORDERED that notice of 
this suit be given to them by 
publishing, once a week for 
three successive weeks, the 
last publication to be at least 
20 days before said return day 
in the: 

Newspaper: Country 

Journal 

City/Town: Huntington 

CLERK OF COURTS 
Harry Jekanowski, Jr. 

DATE ISSUED: September 

1, 2020 


9/10, 9/17, 9/24/2020 


LEGAL NOTICE 
INVITATION FOR 
APPLICATIONS FROM 
CONTRACTORS 
FOR SNOW PLOWING AND 
SANDING SERVICES 
FOR THE TOWN 
OF HUNTINGTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS 

The Selectboard of 
the Town of Huntington, 
Massachusetts will receive 
applications for Snow Plowing 
and Sanding Services for the 
contract term of 11/1/2020 to 
04/15/2021. 

Specifications for Snow 
Plowing and Sanding 
Services may be obtained 
by appointment from the 
Highway Department located 
at 7 Mill Street in Huntington, 
online at www.hunting- 
tonma.us, or by emailing 
admin @huntingtonma.us. 


Applications are to 
be mailed to Town of 
Huntington Selectboard, 
PO Box 430, Huntington, 
MA 01050 or emailed to 
admin @huntingtonma.us. 
If mailing the application, 
please write “Application for 
Snow Plowing and Sanding 
Services” in the lower left- 
hand corner of the envelope. 

Applications are 
due by 3:00 p.m. on 
Monday, October 12, 
2020. Applications will be 
reviewed by the Highway 
Superintendent and 
Selectboard on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2020. 

Note the requirement for 
payment of prevailing wage 
rates no longer applies to 
snow and an ice removal 
Operation, as it is consid- 
ered a Safety function, and is 
therefore exempt. 

The Town of Huntington 
is an Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

Applications are sub- 
ject to the provisions of 
Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 30B as amended, 
the Uniform Procurement Act. 

The Town of Huntington 
Massachusetts, acting 
through its Selectboard, 
reserves the right to reject 
any and all applications or 
waive minor errors or omis- 
sions if it is in the best inter- 
est of the Town do so. 

Town of Huntington 

Selectboard 

24 Russell Road 

PO Box 430 

Huntington, MA 01050 

413-512-5200 

admin @huntingtonma.us 
9/24, 10/01/2020 


Town of Williamsburg 
Notice of 


Public Tree Hearing 
Planning Board and 
Tree Warden 
Monday, September 28, 2020 
at 7 p.m. By Zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting: 
https ://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/85058585608 
Meeting ID: 850 5858 5608 
One tap mobile: 
+19292056099, 85058585608 
# US (New York) 
+13017158592, 85058585608 
# US (Germantown) 

Pursuant to MGL Chapter 
87, section 3, a public hear- 
ing will be held on Monday, 
September 28, 2020 at 7 
p.m. via Zoom to consider 
a request to remove a 32” 
maple tree at 31 Village Hill 
Rd. The tree is marked. 

9/17, 9/24/2020 


Town of Williamsburg 
Notice of 
Public Tree Hearing 
Planning Board and 
Tree Warden 
Monday, September 28, 2020 
at 7 p.m. By Zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/85058585608 
Meeting ID: 850 5858 5608 
One tap mobile 
+19292056099,,85058585608 
# US (New York) 
+13017158592, 85058585608 
# US (Germantown) 
Pursuant to MGL Chapter 
87, section 3, and MGL 40, 
section 15C a public hear- 
ing will be held on Monday, 
September 28, 2020 at 7 
p.m. via Zoom to consid- 
er a request to remove a 
deceased 12” sugar maple 
tree across from 59 Depot 
Road. The tree is marked. 
9/17, 9/24/2020 


WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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jam, George 
SQ) PROPANE Inc. 
PROPANE GAS 
PLUMBING e HEATING 


(413) 268-8360 
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053 


Family Owned & Operated 
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), RO. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032 
www.georgepropane.com 


ie 


Water Pumps * Sewer Pumps 
NF} Cy at Ovevatelittejar=i a= 


Nery s Structural 
& Carpentry 


Home Improvement ¢ Additions ¢ Restorations « Remodeling 


Timber Frame Homes Kitchen & Baths 
Residential Drywall ¢ Paint ¢ Trim Work 
Seasonal Homes & Camps Windows ¢ Doors 

Garage Repairs Decks & Stairs 

Carriage & Colonial Barns __ Interior & Exterior Finishes 


WHITING 
ENERGY FUELS 
Heating Oil & Diesel 
whitingenergy.com 


300A KING ST., NORTHAMPTON 
584-3500 


11 CLEVELAND RD., DALTON 
1-800-722-0014 


DOWN To EARTH 
> Ce G aT Corr 


Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work, 
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured. 


413+667+5269 


Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass. 


Structural Repairs - Wood - Masonry 
Sagging Floors * Beams * Sill Timbers * Columns ¢ Termite Damage 
Foundation Repairs ¢ Piers & Footings * Chimney Rebuilds 


413-667-3149 
° Installations 


m Ne e Oil Tanks 


| Oil | Burner Service 
Huntington, Massachusetts 
Office 413.667.0245 
Cell 473.530.7037 


jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com 


Carol Labonte 
Paul Labonte 


Time to 
“ CLEAN UP 


Vy:- 


Established in 1982 ¢ House Cleaning Plus 


Carpet & Upholstery Steam Cleaned 
Wood Floors, Waxed & Buffed 
No Wax Floors, Stripped & Refinished 
Hauling Trash e Appliance Removal e Pressure Washing 
Gutters Cleaned Out ¢ Cleaning Out Cellars & Attics 
P.O. Box 244 Phone: (413) 238-5966 
Worthington, MA 01098 Fax: (413) 238-0459 


Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc. } 


Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service 


e Tune Ups 


MP4 
YSTEMS 


Sewices 
Water 
ne 


Water System i=} ENSH AW apiece 


Repairs to Increase Flow 


System 
poe 


800-232-4725 * Fax 413-296-4565 
Charles R. Henshaw 
130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA ¢ 413-296-4725 


Paul’s 


Plumbing & Heating 


Donald Washburn 
862-3301 


46 Pitcher Street 
Montgomery, MA 01085 


FEED +» PET SUPPLIES » CLOTHING *» COAL 
WOOD PELLETS +» WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED 

POOL SUPPLIES + MOTOR OILS » FENCING 

LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES +» FERTILIZER 


ARCHITECT 
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN 


GATEWAY FARM & PET 77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050 


Tel. 413w-667-5230 
ess) = Carhartt) fax. 413-667-3082 


S , Email: jspsed @verizon.net 
59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050 238-0303 


1-413-667-2279 Mf 8am-5pm PAUL GRAHAM 


Sat. 8am-4pm 
TARA GRENIER ¢ PAUL GRENIER Mass. License 23299 


Contact 
John Baskin 
to advertise at 
413-695-4901 
or email: 
jbaskin@turley.com 


PoulinGrain®™ ® 


new construction, renovation, 
historic preservation 
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e Woodland Management 
¢ Chapter 61 / Stewardship Plans 


¢ Careful Timber Harvesting 


forest products 
e Always Buying Logs & Timber 


Growing Beauty and Value in Your Forests Since 1965 
¢ Family Owned & Operated 


www.hullforest.com 
Station Road, Russell, MA 


Call today for a free consultation! 


(413) 862-3340 


anoaocs 


Joy Salvini 


Broker Associate 


RE/MAX 


| COMPASS 
Erol 
Chester Office: 585 Rt. 20 
(413) 351-5277 the JOY 


email: Joy.Salvin\@comcast.net of Buying or 
Each office independently owned and operated Selling a Home 


Experience 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF TENDERLOIN 
$f) 97 CUT 
lb 


FREE 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE 


USDA INSP. FRESH § 55 
1/2 BONELESS PORK LOIN... * 8 “tp 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


BONE-IN CENTER GUT 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS..... ° 1° 


SLICED IN OUR DELI 


USDA INSP 


| AI/GATE SPECIALS 


USDA INSP STORE MADE 


USDA INSP STORE MADE KOREAN BBQ MARINATED 


BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS *2 13 


USDA INSP FROZEN 


WHOLE TURKEYS seterossmnee 8 O 0 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF TOP ROUND 
ROAST or 
LONDON BROIL 
7 A 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 


80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


7LB 
$309 BAG 


SALE DATES: 


9/24/20 - 9/30/20 BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION « SERVICE 


£90 Meat Outlet 


HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 





The Hilltown Hikers led their first group hike 
open to the public since January at Upper 
spectacle pond starting in Otis State Forest 
on Saturday, Sept. 19. The group hiked to the 
pond in Sandisfield, the pond lookout, and 
then to the 1876 Webb Sawmill to see found 
the remnants of the Civilian Conservation 
Corps camp and recreation hall, including 
2 chimneys. The CCC built the State Forest 
in 1933, including a dam to create Upper 
Spectacle Pond. Hikers viewed the original 
dam remains, which was washed out, and 
the dam was replaced and still stands today. 
The hike was partially on the General Knox 
Trail in Sandisfield. Submitted photos 
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CUSTOMER PICK parry cur 10 18 BAG. og 
OF THE WEEK CHICKEN HiNGS.... f b 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


BONELESS & SKINLESS 
CHICKEN BREAST,,..2228,° 9 09 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


CORNISH $ 
GAME HENS sinusitis 


USDA INSP. FRESH 10 LB BAG 


CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS...99° 


USDA INSP. FARM FRESH 


EGGS MEDIUM ccesonsnnedl 


90 Avocado St. 
Springfield 


413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 


We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 
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RUSSELL 





COMMUNION CELEBRATION 





On Sunday, Sept. 20, the Holy Family Parish family celebrated the First Holy Communion 
of Matthew Daniels and Giulia Dowd, both of Russell. Their families and the Holy Family 
Parish family are so proud of them. Congratulations Giulia and Matthew! Thank you to 
Father Ron Sadlowski, Faith Formation Teacher Christine Lindberg, and Faith Formation 
Director Deb Bogoff for their dedication to and support of young parishioners. Pictured 
are Giulia Dowd and Matthew Daniels. Submitted photo 


Do you need help with Mass Health 
or other Health Insurance? 


This can be frustrating and complicated, but we are here to help! 


All services are free and open to the public. 


As part of the Health Connector’s annual Redeterminations and 
Renewals process, Preliminary Eligibility notices are currently being 
mailed to members. Notices will continue to be mailed through mid to 
late September. 

These notices inform members about their estimated 2021 Federal 
Poverty Level (FPL) and their program eligibility based on information 
that is currently available to the state. 

Notices also provide instructions on how a member can update 

or correct information and encourages them to update their 2021 
eligibility application if needed. 


We can help you through this process. 
Contact the Hilltown Community Health Center 


Health Insurance Navigators 


e Buliah Mae Thomas — Huntington, (413) 667-2203 ext 330 
e Karen Lampson — Worthington, (413) 238-5511 ext 313 
e Diana Soler — Amherst (413) 835-4980 ext 302 / Spanish Speaking 


SHINE Counselor (Over 65 assistance) 


Buliah Mae Thomas — (413) 667-2203 ext 330 
Or on the web at: 
https://www.hchcweb.org/connect-to-services/service-we-offer/ 
community-programs/insurance-navigation-2/ 


a. Hilltown Community 


Health Center 





Senior center services still available 


RUSSELL — Although the Russell 
Senior Center remains closed to keep 
everyone healthy, any Russell senior in 
need of assistance during this challeng- 
ing time can contact the Russell Council 
on Aging and they will work to provide 
assistance. Local townspeople have con- 
tacted the COA about volunteering help 
as well. Call 413-862-6205 to leave a 
confidential message to request support. 
Messages are retrieved twice daily. 

Highland Valley Elder Services is 


Family Owned 





T.J. 
BARK MULCH 


continuing to provide “Take and Eat” 
meals delivered to the Senior Center for 
seniors 60 and over on Tuesdays. Please 
call 413-862-6217 by Sunday evening 
to order Tuesday’s meal for pick up. 
The menu is available at highlandvalley. 
org/our-services/nutritional-menus or, if 
need be, can be mailed from the senior 
center. 

The Russell Council on Aging has a 
supply of homemade face masks avail- 
able. Call 413-862-6205 to request one. 


Since 1985 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine e Spruce ¢ Hemlock e Cedar e Red, Black & Brown 


Playground e Forest Blend ¢ Topsoil 







ind us on: 


Seasoned Firewood EE facebook. 


Co) A OF-N 1 a'41 (cm DB) ove) -7-Wa h'4 es KO). | = 


We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 


ie Asai SYSTEMS 
* DESIGNED & INSTALLED 







GRAVEL & ASPHALT 
DRIVEWAYS 


. BUT, 

GOT A PROBLEM 
WITH YOUR 
POOPER? 

YALL... 














413-568-3164 


ST-V ari ave Mi mt-lan)ele(-)am--a a1) 0 Clalic-m Oxelelaii(-r 
WWW.COOPEREXCAVATINGMA.COM 


with TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 
if you are a non-protit please send us your events 


We want to help you get the word out to the community on 
what you are doing and when you are doing it. 


WE WANT YOU TO BE SUCCESSFUL! 


lf your event needs more attention, please consider running 
an advertisement in your community paper, call today 413-283-8393. 
Please let us know you are a non-profit, so we can better serve you. 


13 Weekly Newspapers « www.newspapers.turley.com 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your eae 


“birth 


~() announcements 


encasement 


announcements 


www.newspapers.turley.com 


weddin 


announcements no 
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SUPERINTENDENT 


and the answers we’ve received since 
that meeting I think what we have pre- 
sented to us is okay,’ said Don Willard, 
a member of the New Hingham School 
Committee. 

Sullivan was a finalist along 
with William Bazyk, superintendent 
of schools for the Battenkill Valley 
Supervisory Union in Arlington, VT. 
There were 17 candidates who applied 
for the position. 

The committees moved into exec- 
utive session after making the appoint- 
ment to finalize the contract for Sullivan. 
Since he was not in attendance at the 
Sept. 22 meeting, the contract will be 
sent to Sullivan when it is ready and 
will become a public document once it’s 
signed. 

“T think the best process, and most 
expeditious, would be to take a vote, 
then go into executive session and deter- 
mine the content of the contract that all 
of you agree to,’ Attorney Fred Dupere 
advised the committees. 


from page I 


Interim Search Committee 
Chairman Brigid O’ Riordan clarified 
there will be no change to the cost shar- 
ing for this year, as the money for the 
superintendent position is already in 
place from the scheduled budget prior to 
Osborne’s resignation. 

“It was my understanding because 
most if not all of this money is already 
in central office,” she said. “I don’t think 
we re going to change that this year.” 

Sullivan will arrive a couple weeks 
after students returned to school. With 
most grades remote, the seventh grad- 
ers have been attending school in two 
cohorts — separated by alphabet on 
Mondays and Tuesdays or Thursdays 
and Fridays — with plenty of work to 
be done. While the Search Committee 
conducted the expedited interim pro- 
cess, the five principals served as Acting 
Interim Superintendent of their respec- 
tive schools with Business Administrator 
Bobbie Jones overseeing the Central 
office staff. 








MIDDLEFIELD 


OUTDOOR EDUCATION 


students and staff safe and socially distanced. 





i. 


Hampshire Regional seventh graders set up for class in tents pitched outside the 
school on Monday, Sept. 21, as part of the new learning protocols this year to help keep 


Photo by Shelby Macri 





MIDDLEFIELD SENIOR CENTER 


Lunch is served at the Senior Center, 
169 Skyline Trail, Middlefield, each 
Wednesday at noon. 

A $3 donation is suggested. 
Reservations should be made, and meal 
choice stated, by calling and leaving a 
message at 413-623-9990 the Monday 





| = 


before. Pick-up and delivery are avail- 
able. 

The menu on Wednesday, Sept. 
30, 1s homemade meatloaf with gravy, 
creamy butternut squash, oven browned 
potatoes, whole wheat bread, and manda- 
rin oranges. 


UNITED STATES 
POSTAL SERVICE. 


MIDDLEFIELD — The Town 
Clerk has the following hours avail- 
able for early voting for the Nov. 3 
Presidential Election: 10 a.m. to noon 
on Saturday, Oct. 17, and Sunday, 
Oct. 18; Monday, Oct. 19, 3-6 p.m.; 
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 1-4 p.m.; 10 a.m. to 





Early voting for Nov. 3 election 


noon on Saturday, Oct. 24, and Sunday, 
Oct. 25; Monday, Oct. 26, 3-6 p.m.; 
Tuesday, Oct. 27, 1-4 p.m. 

The last day to register to vote is 
Saturday, Oct. 24, from 2 to 4 p.m. and 
7 to 8 p.m. 


NOW * HIRING 


FOR THE HOLIDAYS AT THE SPRINGFIELD NDC 





Current Opportunities Include: 


Temporary positions starting in November. 
MAIL HANDLER ASSISTANTS $16.55 HR 
PSE MAIL PROCESSING CLERKS $18.15 


Start applying on September 14, 2020! 


APPLY TODAY 


USPS® Offers: 


- Competitive Pay 


- Diverse Workplace 


- Sense of Service to 
the Community 


- Additional Opportunities 





usps.com/ careers 


©2019 United States Postal Service®. All Rights Reserved. The Eagle Logo is among the many trademarks of the U.S. Postal Service®. Privacy Notice: For information regarding our privacy policies, visit 
usps.com/privacypolicy. The Postal Service is commited to providing equal employment opportunities for all applicants regardless of race, color, sex, national origin, religion, age, genetic information, 


disabilities or veteran’s status. 


Please Recycle 
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CHESTERFIELD 








Recently, the Chesterfield Cub Scout Pack 705 met socially distanced and was able to 
hand out awards earned by the kids who were able to complete tasks with their families. 
Accepting awards at the Ceremony were Tiger Scout Trevor Christenson, Wolf Scouts 
Joseph Gagne and Corbin Liimatainen and Bear Scout Eric Berube. Not present but still 
earning awards were Lion Scouts Landon Lebeau and Corbin Wolf; Tiger Scouts Ryan 
Zononi, Doc Jones, Quinn Dunphy and Jacob Nadolski; Wolf Scout Garrett Bak, Bear Scouts 
Vincent Kajka, Robert Zononi and Matt Nadolski; and first year Webelo Deanna Frew and 


Ezra Phillips. 


MONTGOMERY 
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WESTHAMPTON 





Library newsletter brings latest 
updates heading into October 





WESTHAMPTON — The 
Westhampton Public Library has a 
new weekly online newsletter to keep 
patrons informed of all new materials 
added to the collection. 

To sign up for Wowbrary, visit 
www.wowbrary.org, search by zip code, 
select Westhampton Public Library and 
enter an email address. 

Storytime returns weekly starting 
on Wednesday, Sept. 30. Storytime’s 
will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Zoom. 
Anyone interested in getting the login 
details should contact Youth Services 
Librarian Emily Wayne at ewayne@ 
cwmars.org. 

Starting in October, the library will 
start Take and Make craft kits for kids 
ages five and up. Contact Wayne for 
details. For adults, the October adult 
craft is a fall leaf votive kit complete 
with a small glass jar, tissue fall leaves, 
a tea light candle, and foam brush. 
All you need to complete the craft is 
glue! Supplies are limited. Email 
mschwelm@cwmars.org to request a 
kit. 

The Great Pumpkin Decorating 
Contest opens submissions on 


ing on Zoom on October 27, at 7 p.m. 
Please contact westhampton@cwmars. 
org for login details. Our October 
book is “American Dirt” by Jeanine 
Cummins. Lydia and her young son, 
Luca, must flee their home in Mexico 
after the rest of their family is murdered 
by Javier Fuentes, a drug cartel boss. 
Book Group will discuss the novel and 
the controversy surrounding its publica- 
tion. Book Group meets once a month 
and is open to new members! 

To place a curbside request, con- 
tact the library at 413-527-5386 or 
westhampton @cwmars.org. If unsure 
what to get, chat with a librarian by 
phone or email for personalized recom- 
mendations. 

Visit www.westhampton-ma.com/ 
westhampton-public-library for the most 
up to date hours of service. 

Just a reminder - the library has 
expanded its Wi-Fi network into the 
parking lot. To park and use the Wi-Fi 
on a computer, phone or tablet go to 
Settings >Wifi >LibraryPublicHotspot. 
Select LibraryPublicHotspot and an 
agreement form will pop up; scroll to 
the end of the form and select “Continue 


Library appointments, curbside available 


MONTGOMERY — The 
Montgomery library will be returning to 
normal post COVID-19 hours as of Sept. 
22, but still maintain Library appoint- 
ments and curbside service. Walk ins are 
not available yet. All patrons must wear a 
mask and use sanitizer upon entering. 

Patrons can book an appointment 
on Tuesdays between 10 a.m. and 5:15 
p.m. with the library closing at 5:30, 
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Thursdays from noon to 7:30 p.m. 
with the library closing at 8 p.m., and 
Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
For ether service, contact the library at 
413-862-3894 or montgomerylibrary @ 
yahoo.com. 

New items and arriving daily and 
inter library loan is back, but limited. 
Visit the Library Facebook page for 
updates and notices of new items. 
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to the Internet.” 


Wednesday, Oct. 14. The library is 
looking for photos of the most creative, 
spookiest, silliest, and weirdest pumpkin 
creations. All entries will be posted to 
the library Facebook page. Library staff 
and volunteers will award virtual badges 
in each of several categories. There will 
also be a kids’ choice for best pumpkin. 
Please send photos and votes for best 
pumpkin to westhampton@cwmars.org. 

Join Book Group for a virtual meet- 








Community 
Floliday Ewents 


Event Should Be Non-Profit 
& Open to the Public 





Event Name 


Date/Time 


Location __ ce 


Country Journal © Thursday, September 24, 2020 


BLANDFORD 


page 11 





oelectboard pushes for public 
access on Cobble Mountain Road 


By Mary Kronholm 


BLANDFORD -— Selectboard mem- 
bers discussed the closure of Cobble 
Mountain Road with a separate counsel, 
Attorney Lisa Mead. The road was orig- 
inally a county road in 1927 and when 
the county system was eliminated, the 
State became the owner of the road, with 
the oversight given to the Department 
of Capital Asset Management and 
Maintenance. Mead joined the meeting 
remotely. 

The selectboard has asked that 
DCAMM open Cobble Mountain Road 
for full public access between Blandford 
and Granville, and that Springfield Water 
and Sewer Commission “remove the road 
block in Blandford” in a letter to Carol 
Gladstone, Commissioner of DCAMM. 

The request comes from research; the 
entire length of Cobble Mountain Road in 
Blandford to Granville “provides import- 
ant access for a number of purposes, not 
the least of which is that according to the 
Massachusetts Emergency Management 
Agency the entire road is currently an 
emergency evacuation route for Blandford 
and others,” the letter states. 

The road is also one of Blandford’s 
Chapter 90 byways. The town receives 
state funding for every town road mile 
considered as Chapter 90. Maintenance 
for an emergency access route is also 
a town concern as is access to town by 
mutual aid vehicles or emergency trans- 
portation. The latter can create a delay as 
it takes emergency vehicles an “additional 
15 to 20 miles out of the way in order to 
fulfill emergency services.” 

The board unanimously approved 
and signed the letter. 

The Selectboard appointed Nicholas 
J. Chiusano of Chester the Assistant 
Plumbing Inspector. Chiusano joined the 
meeting remotely and acknowledged his 
appointment. Chair Cara Letendre noted 
his experience and licenses. 

The board signed two contractual 
agreements with Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission; one for administrative assis- 
tance for the Green Communities funding 
the town has received in the amount of 
$110,764. Of that, $6,000 is for PVPC’s 
administrative fee. The town will install 
an energy management system at the town 
hall for temperature controls anticipated 
to the town $9,607. 

The second, funded by a $102,000 
Massachusetts Vulnerability Preparedness 
grant, will cover all the work and draft- 
ing of a Resilient Master Plan and Open 
Space and Recreation Plan by PVPC. 

The selectboard also accepted and 


DIRECTOR 


Daviau can help meet these needs 
with a unique solution that incorporates 
the libraries of the Gateway Hilltowns and 
utilizes CWMARS network which pro- 
vides access to the collections of over 150 
libraries and the Massachusetts Library 
System databases. 

Dr. David Hopson, Superintendent 
of the Gateway Regional School District 
said, “The opportunities for using town 
libraries, in conjunction with CWMARS, 
provides our students with a wide range 
of research capabilities, the ability to 
access reading materials, and the oppor- 
tunity to work with a librarian during 
this unprecedented time where students 
are attending school in a combination of 
in-person and remote learning. This has 
been a wonderful outreach from a local 
town library to our students from all six 
towns in the Gateway Regional School 
District.” 

“T believe that the relationships and 
networks that we will build between our 
school, libraries, and families, will last 
far longer than COVID-19 and foster life- 
long learning and continued community 
involvement,’ Daviau said. 


signed the Host Community Agreement 
with Belle Fleur Holdings, LLC with 
one amendment, striking the words 
“sole discretion of the Town’s Board of 
Selectmen” from the administration of the 
3% community impact fees. Belle Fleur 
Attorney Blake Mensing explained that it 
was to indicate that the company had no 
say in the distribution of the funds. 

It is estimated that the town will 
garner between $600-$700,000 annual- 
ly for at least five years from their sales 
of “marijuana, marijuana infused prod- 
ucts, paraphernalia” and any other prod- 
ucts. This will be a multi-million dollar 
production. In addition, Belle Fleur will 
donate annually to the charitable organi- 
zation of their choice a sum “no less than 
$5,000” as long as the agreement exists. 
Belle Fleur is also responsible for real 
estate and personal property taxes. 

The vote was not unanimous, Chair 
Cara Letendre and member Thomas 
Ackley voted in favor while member Eric 
McVey cast a no vote and said he objected 
to the amendment. 

Board of Health Member Jennifer 
Girard told the selectboard that we are 
still in “phase three, step one,” and sees 
no forward movement until spring or 
summer. The major concern right now is 
the “flu season” and she cited Governor 
Charlie Baker’s urging everyone to get a 
flu shot. 

The Fire Department will have a 
mask give-away this Saturday, Sept. 26, 
from 9 a.m. until noon in the parking lot 
at the town offices. 

In other business, the selectboard 
asked to meet next week with the elec- 
trical inspector, Larry Gretsky, to review 
and possibly change inspection fees. 
Gretsky had sent potential changes but the 
board seeks additional information. 

The board reviewed the departmental 
expense report. 

Highway Department Superintendent 
joined the meeting remotely and reviewed 
ongoing efforts on pothole patching roads 
and grading. 

The board noted regretfully that 
Jeanne LeClair, economic develop- 
ment director at Gateway Hilltown 
Collaborative, is leaving to be with 
Massachusetts Life Sciences Center in 
Waltham. 

A highlight of the meeting was the 
addition new sound equipment enabling 
better audio from remote participants. 
There are still issues with feedback from 
the physical meeting, but this may be 
resolved with the acquisition of additional 
wiring, according to Town Administrator 
Joshua A. Garcia. 


The Porter Memorial Library’s Board 
of Trustees fully supports Daviau’s sub- 
stantive approach to supporting education 
and looks forward to its success. 

Daviau has already been able to con- 
nect with Gateway students and families, 
leading to their investment and use of 
local libraries. 

During spring semester she began a 
story time that was posted on the school 
and library Facebook page and was fol- 
lowed by students and community mem- 
bers resulting in 2374 views of the 8 vid- 
es. 

The virtual summer reading program 
that incorporated video story times and 
craft tutorials had 126 viewers in nine 
weeks. 

With the support of Google class- 
room, it will now be possible to have 
secure access to the elementary students 
for these engaging stories and teach them 
how to request and access library materi- 
als in any format. 

Her Porter Memorial Library direc- 
tor position has kept her informed of the 
quickly evolving best practices for the 
treatment of library materials and ability 
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BLANDFORD - Library Director 
Nicole Daviau announced Monday 
that she is pleased to welcome return- 
ing library staffers Michele Crane and 
Lucia Sullivan back to the library. 
They will cover the library on alter- 
nating Saturdays, beginning Oct. 3, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Crane said she is “excited to be 
back at the library to meet new towns- 
people and to share information. It is 
very important today to share infor- 
mation, whether for fun or education.” 

Crane is also Chair of the 
Gateway Regional School District 


By Mary Kronholm 


BLANDFORD — Residents have 
received the post card from the USPS 
regarding “vote by mail,” which recom- 
mends starting the process early. 

Town Clerk Doris Jemiolo said, 
“If you wish to vote by mail, you are 
strongly encouraged to return your 
application as early as possible, to 
make sure that you will receive your 
ballot in time to return it and have it be 


BLANDFORD — Fire Chief 
David A. Mottor will host a Fire 
Department Mask Giveaway that will 
take place on Saturday, Sept. 26, from 
9 a.m. to noon. 

The fire department will hand out 
masks to Blandford residents in the 





parking lot of the town offices. 


to remotely serve patrons. The library 
has provided curbside service for patrons 
since June | and has successfully imple- 
mented the state’s recommended material 
quarantine system, eliminating the need 
to manually disinfect materials. Attending 
professional development programs have 
provided insight on how to best serve 
communities in these times. 

When hybrid school is happening 
she will go into the elementary school 
to pull the book requests every Friday. 
Book requests will be made by elementa- 
ry school students on Wednesdays. 

In light of likely long-term budget 
concerns, local libraries are poised to help 
bridge the gap to ensure that students 
have access to the best possible resources. 
Beyond the immediate benefit of provid- 
ing substantially greater access to a wider 
variety of materials at no additional cost 
to the school, this work will provide a 
foundation for building a strong connec- 
tion between the school, students, and 
community libraries. 

Daviau is fully certified by the State 
of Massachusetts in Special Training in 
Basic Library Techniques, a qualification 
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Nov. 3 election early, 





Michele Crane, left, and Lucia Sullivan are returning to the library staff beginning Oct. 3. 


Submitted photo 


Library welcomes staff back 


School Committee. 

Sullivan is also a former member 
of the library’s Board of Trustees and 
is most happy to return to work at the 
library. She also is “excited” about 
the prospect of “encouraging brows- 
ers and browsing” through the book 
shelves. She immediately retrieved 
a book, and holding it out said, “We 
have the complete Constitution and 
all the writings by the founding 
fathers.” 

The Board of Trustees is pleased 
to see the return of Saturday hours 
with Crane and Sullivan. 


mail-in information 


counted.” 

Secretary of State William Galvin’s 
office sent a second round of applica- 
tions for the general election on Sept. 
14 to all registered voters who haven’t 
already requested a mail-in ballot. 

Jemiolo will have ballots for Nov. 
3, as scheduled by the Secretary of 
State, by Oct. 9. Mailing ballots out 
will begin on Tuesday, October 13. 
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Mask giveaway hosted by Fire Dept. Saturday 


As a drive through event, resi- 
dents are asked to pull into the coned 
off area and masks will be placed into 
the vehicle so there is no direct con- 
tact. 

Anyone that can’t make it should 
contact Chief Mottor directly for 
mask pickup or delivery. 


from page I 


to be a Library Director for towns with a 
population under 10,000. 

She holds both a Bachelor and 
Master degrees in Fine Arts and is cur- 
rently pursuing a Master of Library 
Science degree at Simmons University. 

The trustees believe her further edu- 
cation will only increase the ability to pro- 
vide the best service to the students, staff, 
and families of the Gateway District, this 
year and in the years to come. 

Her library experience includes 
working at Forbes Library in 
Northampton as a Children’s Library 
Assistant in the Children’s Department 
and assistant librarian for the Gateway 
Regional School District since 2013. 
She has been the director at the Porter 
Memorial Library for two years. 

She has professional memberships 
with the American Library Association, 
the Association of Rural and Small 
Libraries, Western Mass. Library 
Advocates. 

She has been invited to make a for- 
mal presentation of her pioneering project 
at the Massachusetts Small Library Forum 
in November. 
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Bed and Breakfast bylaw to come before town voters 


By Shelby Macri 


CHESTER — When voters con- 
vene for a special town meeting next 
month, one of the articles on the war- 
rant will seek to add the state’s Bed and 
Breakfast bylaws to the town’s bylaws. 
Other neighboring hilltowns have been 
adopting this bylaw as more B&B’s 
become available to the public. 

This includes, but is not limited to, 
Airbnb — the popular online website 
that allows homeowners to rent out 
their rooms or houses to occupants for 
a certain amount of days. This act is a 
short-term rental, as the residence is 
still occupied by the homeowner once 
the rental is finished. These Airbnb 
locations receive a designated amount 
of money for others to use their res- 
idence during vacations or just days 
away. 

The residents of hilltowns have 
offered their homes as rentals as 
Massachusetts is a tourist destination 
during certain seasons. Currently, there 
are operating Airbnb’s within Chester, 
though the town doesn’t have a spe- 
cific number of the number of short- 
term rentals in town. The bylaws to 
be voted on include the regulation of 
these short-term rentals along with the 
town publishing a public registry of all 
short-term rentals located within the 
town. Additionally, the town can deter- 
mine what relevant information will 
be listed, including where the rental is 


FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 


Please join the First 
Congregational Church of Chester for 
worship this Sunday at 9:15 a.m. The 
congregation continues to worship in 
parking lot. People can bring a lawn 


JaMEson’s Hicu Mrapow Farm 


PICK YOUR OWN 


APPLES 


Many varieties available! 
Great Family Fun! 


410 Skyline Trail, Chester, MA ¢ 413-354-9609 


Open Daily 9 am - 4pm 


located. 

This bylaw was created in a 2018 
act under Chapter 337, an act regu- 
lating and insuring short-term rentals. 
This bylaw will include the Executive 
Office of Housing and Economic 
Development, the Executive Office 
of Technology Services and Security, 
and the Department of Revenue. These 
offices can establish and maintain a 
registry for all operators who file an 
application and are issued a certificate 
of registration. This registry will be 
available and accessible to the public, 
additionally regulations will require a 
public hearing to be held and a small 
business impact statement to be filed. 

The Office Of Housing And 
Economic Development will develop 
regulations to implement the registry, 
which will include and consider exist- 
ing practices, data security practices, 
protocols and standards, and a list of 
accommodations offered for rent by 
operators who are registered in accor- 
dance with this chapter. Additionally, 
any investment income earned in all 
sources will be tracked separately for 
accounting purposes as of June 30 of 
each year. 

The bylaw includes language such 
as “housing platform,” which includes 
a service through a digital platform, 
third-party website, online-enabled 
application, mobile phone application, 
or other similar electronic process that 
allows an operator to advertise, list, or 


chair and sit outside, or listen on the 
car radio. The Scripture for the week is 
Philippians 2:1-3 and Matthew 21:23- 
32. Everyone is welcome. We are an 
Open and Affirming Congregation. 





NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 
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Town of Chester 


HELP WANTED 


The Town of Chester seeks qualified applicants for the position of 
Driver — Laborer in the Highway Department. This position operates trucks 
and other equipment used in public works projects: Operate 41,000Ib 
commercial dump truck; haul materials; load materials; operate jackhammer, 
roller, paving equipment and roadside mower; Operates vehicles providing 
roadway snow removal and sanding; 41,000Ib dump truck w/wing plow; 
plows, sands and salts streets and sidewalks; Repairs water mains and 
drainage systems; Performs manual labor required for assigned work 
projects and incidental to operating assigned equipment; Works preforming 
maintenance and light service of trucks and equipment. 

Position requires a high school diploma or equivalent; two years of 
experience in public works construction and maintenance; or equivalent 
combination of education and experience Valid Massachusetts Class B 
Commercial Driver’s License and 2A License required, Class A CDL and 4G 
License preferred. CORI and drug test required. Candidates should submit 
a letter of interest and resume to Katherine Warden, Town Administrator, 
Chester Town Hall, 15 Middlefield Rd Chester, MA 01011 Position will remain 
open until filled. Chester is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 





offer the use of an accommodation such 
as a permanent residence. A short-term 
rental is defined as an owner-occu- 
pied, tenant-occupied property includ- 
ing but not limited to an apartment, 
house, cottage, condominium, or a fur- 
nished accommodation that is not a 
hotel, motel, lodging house, or bed and 
breakfast establishment. The wording 
is specified in this bylaw for those who 
operate through the online application 
Airbnb as it rises in popularity. 

Though many surrounding hill- 
towns are including a tax of 6% with 
their bylaw, Town Administrator Kathe 
Warden said they will not be including 
the 6% tax. While the town won’t be 
implementing the tax, any town that 
accepts this section may impose a local 
excise upon the transfer of occupan- 
cy of an establishment. The town can 
impose a tax if they feel the need to, 
though the Selectboard has not indi- 
cated a definitive tax for short-term 
rentals. 

The bylaw states that a person shall 
not operate a short-term rental unless 
a certificate of registration has been 
issued to the person in accordance with 
the bylaw. Additionally, the town by 
the ordinance of the bylaw can regulate 
the operators registered, and impose 
penalties for violations of the bylaw. 
The town can regulate the existence or 
location of the operator of a short-term 
rental, including regulating the class of 
operators and number of local licenses 


MUSEUM 


Lodge, receipts and papers from lost and 
long forgotten Chester businesses, arti- 
facts and more. The Museum has taken 
the time to revamp some of its exhibits 
and is eager to have these upcoming 
opportunities for people to enjoy them. 

Hopefully, there will be more 
opportunities after the Nov. 7 opening 
to invite visitors inside. Social distanc- 
ing and COVID-19 precautions will be 
practiced during the Oct. 11 and Nov. 7 
events. 

“This is just a special thing right 
now. They definitely want to go from 
there,” Farr said. “I don’t think a lot 
of people have been inside and they’ve 
done a lot of work inside with displays 
and new materials. A lot of donations 
lately that pertained to Chester, so 
[they’re] just keeping that history alive.” 

The society also completed 


and permits issued to operators. The 
town can also regulate the number of 
days a person can operate and rent out 
an accommodation in a calendar year. 

The bylaw also states that the town 
can require properties used by opera- 
tors as an accommodation to be subject 
to undergo health and safety inspec- 
tions. Provided that the cost of any 
inspection conducted shall be charged 
to and sole paid by the operator, and 
after the initial insertions the town can 
determine the frequency of any subse- 
quent inspections. The town can estab- 
lish a civil penalty for violation of the 
bylaw, provided that the town suspends 
or terminates an operator’s right to 
operate the accommodation for a viola- 
tion. The town must notify the commis- 
sioner of revenue of any suspension or 
termination. 

If the bylaw is accepted at the 
special town meeting, it will go into 
effect immediately unless posted oth- 
erwise, as the act took effect on July 1, 
2019, including short-term rentals. The 
Selectboard needs a vote by the town 
to accept the act, as it includes many 
changes to how the short-term rentals 
operate. 

The Planning Board will be hold- 
ing a public hearing on Thursday, Oct. 
8, to review a B&B proposal for 14 
Johnson Hill Road. It will start at 6 
p.m. and remote attendance information 
is available on the town website, town- 
ofchester.net. 
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Americans with Disabilities Act com- 
plaint restroom renovation in the muse- 
um, the former 1847 Methodist Church. 
The project was completed with fund- 
raiser and donations and has been sever- 
al years in the making. These restrooms 
will allow the museum to be used for 
public events in the future, when its 
allowed. 

This year’s 2021 “Lost Chester” 
Calendar is available for pre-order and 
is more important than ever as the soci- 
ety some of its biggest fundraisers this 
year to COVID-19 cancellations. The 
calendar can be preordered by contact- 
ing the Historical Society and can be 
picked up at the Nov. 7 opening. They 
meet on the first Saturday of each month 
at 9 a.m. and new members are wel- 
come. For more information, visit ches- 
termass.com 


BLANDFORD 





ELECTION 


Ballots may be returned by mail, 
in person, or dropped in the secure gray 
box outside the entrance to the town 
offices. 

Voters may vote early, in person, on 
Saturday or Sunday, Oct. 17 and 18 or 
Oct. 24 and 25. Saturday hours are 10 
a.m. to noon and Sunday hours are 3 to 
5 p.m. The last early voting session in 
Blandford is Thursday, Oct. 29, from 5 
to 7 p.m. All early voting will be at the 
town offices. 

Voters may also vote in person 
during the regular Town Clerk office 
hours on Monday, Oct. 19 and 26 from 
5 to 7 p.m. 

If someone mails back their ballot 
and it has been accepted by the election 
office, it’s too late to vote in person. 

However, if someone didn’t mail 
back their ballot or it hasn’t been 
received yet, they should be able to vote 
in person. 

For a Nov. 3 Election ballot, either 
vote by mail or absentee, the application 
must reach the Town Clerk’s office no 
later than Monday, Oct. 28. 

Please be aware that it may take as 
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long as five days for a ballot to arrive via 
mail, so do plan ahead. 

If someone is not already a regis- 
tered voter in Blandford, the deadline to 
register to vote for the Nov. 3 election 
is Saturday, Oct. 24 at the Town Clerk’s 
office. The office will be open from 2 to 
4 p.m. and 7 to 8 p.m. 

The Nov. 3 election is at the town 
offices from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Safety 
precautions will be in place including 
masks available by request and can be 
provided, hand sanitizer, distanced vot- 
ing spaces which will be sanitized after 
every use, and Plexiglas shields where 


necessary. 
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e Locally Owned & Operated for 50 Years 


e Oil Customers - 24 Hour Emergency 
service & Automatic Delivery Available 
e New System Installations - 
Mitsubishi Electric Diamond Dealer 


e Heating Oil Plus - Maximize Energy 
Dollars: Keep system running Clean 


79 Union St., Rear 2, Easthampton, MA 01027 
413-527-0194 


Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 


Al's Tire & Auto Repair 


— Ms VVhen it comes to tires we do it all, 
from wheelbarrows to big rigs. 


MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE 


Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments 
Air Conditioning Service 


918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Mike Morin 562-3391 ~ 562-1704 avid Fasse fern eer ele lig 


Fueling Generations Since 1966 


THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES 
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ARIES 

Mar 21/Apr 20 
Professional prospects 
are excellent this week, 
Aries. You have all the 
bargaining power you 
need to ask for a raise 
or to land a job if you are 
ready to change com- 
panies. 


TAURUS 

Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, a_ dilemma 
confronts you and 
your romantic partner 
this week. Approach 
it straightforward as a 
team and the problem 
will soon be solved. 


GEMINI 

May 22/Jun 21 

Gemini, money may be 
more plentiful for you 
this week for a variety 
of reasons. Rather than 
spending it freely, invest 


CANCER 

Jun 22/Jul 22 

The support of a friend 
or loved one can help 
you overcome a set- 
back, Cancer. This 
heartfelt bond will only 
strengthen as this per- 
son helps you along. 


LEO 

Jul 23/Aug 23 

Leo, if you focus on pos- 
itive energy, a stronger 
and healthier version of 
yourself is possible. It 
won’t happen overnight, 
but expect some chang- 
es soon enough. 


VIRGO 

Aug 24/Sept 22 

Your artistic side is just 
waiting to pop out, Virgo. 
The universe has gifted 
you with nimble and ca- 
pable hands and you’re 
apt to create things that 


LIBRA 

Sept 23/0ct 23 

Libra, you may need to 
retreat from the spot- 
light for a little bit and 
nurture yourself. This 
can only be done in the 
privacy and comfort of 
your home base. 


SCORPIO 

Oct 24/Nov 22 
Scorpio, being positive 
can help you attract 
money, love, luck and 
quality company. Make 
mindful and_ positive 
choices and others will 
soon gravitate toward 
yOu. 


SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21 

Sagittarius, your finan- 
cial future could be 
greatly improved with a 
lucrative job that seems 
to be coming your way. 


CAPRICORN 
Dec 22/Jan 20 
Capricorn, this is a big 
week for you that is 
marked by major plan- 
etary energy. This could 
translate into a boost in 
your love life or another 
positive change. 


AQUARIUS 

Jan 21/Feb 18 
Aquarius, with all of 
the time you have been 
spending at home lately, 
you may want to consid- 
er a remodeling project. 
Embrace your inner in- 
terior designer. 


PISCES 

Feb 19/Mar 20 

Start speaking with 
people who share your 
values, Pisces. You can 
expand your group of 
friends and make some 
lifelong relationships. 
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CLUES ACROSS 36. Did slowly Mayflower 26. It may be green 

1. Emaciation 38. Greek goddess of 68. Notes 2/7. Makes less severe 

6. Million barrels per the dawn 29. One from Beantown 
day (abbr.) 39. Gland secretion 30. Cavalry sword 

9. Light dry-gap bridge 41. Vital to existence 32. Metric linear unit 
system (abbr.) 44  Aristocratic young 34, Hawaiian dish 

13. Anatomical term women 35. Yokel 

14. Tropical starchy 45. Erik, composer 4. Type of chair 3/7. Dissuade 
tuberous root 46. Not young 9. ui.’s father 40. Mutual savings bank 

15. Jewish calendar 48. Jewish term for 6. Necessary for certain 42. Caesar, 
month “Sir” beverages comedian 

16. Round Dutch cheese 49.Secondary school 7. Hillside 43. Primordial matters 

17. Western Pacific 51. student: learns 8. Dutch painter Gerrit 47. We all have it 
republic to heal _ 49. Hermann __, author 

18. List of foods 92. Regarding 9. Gave a new look of “Siddhartha” 

19. It can strike the 04. Highly excited 10. Ancient Greek City 50. Historic MA coastal 
ground 96. Mainly 11. Confidence trick city 

21. Drenches 60. Thin, narrow piece ‘12. Type of fund 52. shady garden 

22. some are cole of wood 14. From an Asian island alcove 

23. Squad 61. Cakes 17. Malay boat 53. small amount 

24. Expresses emotion 62. Biomedical nonprofit 20.Western Australia 55. Horse-drawn cart 

25.One point east of 63. Dried-up indigenous people 56. Nocturnal rodent 
due south 64. One who is symbolic 21. Cluster on underside 5/7. Spiritual leader 

28. Satisfaction of something of fern frond 08. Air mattress 

29. Holds nothing back 65. Body part 23. You need itto get 59. Speaks incessantly 

31. Top of the body 66. Muslim ruler somewhere 61. Auction term 

33. Not well-liked 67. Women from 29. The woman 65. Atomic #62 


these funds wisely and 
enjoy a rainy day in the 
future. 


inspire others. This opportunity can 
enable you to indulge in 


some luxury. 







CLUES DOWN 
1. Not us 

2. Helper 

3. Bleat 
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Fun By The 
Numbers 


Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
Square off, So 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your Sudoku 
savy to the test! 
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Here’s How It Works: 

sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 
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WESTFIELD NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS 


AUTO PARTS we 


Now stocking 
Car Quest 
Filters made 
by WIX, 


* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service »* Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds 
* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses UD 
Call “DALE” 8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD eae 
Bailing Twine 


Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554 — Batis 


CARQUEST 
> 


AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


KENNEL PANELS and doors (chain 
link) 10x6 6x6 and 4x6 with brackets. 
Kennel decks 2x4 (508) 867-9734 
leave message. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





WE TAKE IT ALL 


WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


DELREO HOME IMPROVE: 
MENT for all your exterior home 
improvement needs. ROOFING, SID- 
ING, WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS 
& GUTTERS. Extensive references 
available, Fully Licensed & Insured in 
MA. & CT. Call GARY DELCAMP @ 
413-569-3733 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, Sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


FOR RENT 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 






VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





Read your local 
newspaper online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call toll free: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$10.00 


Base Price 
$12.00 


Base Price 
$14.00 


Base Price 
$16.00 


Base Price 
$18.00 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


_J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$10.50 


Base Price 
$12.50 


Base Price 
$14.50 


Base Price 
$16.50 


Base Price 
$18.50 


LI VISA 


(J Discover 


Base Price 
$11.00 


Base Price 
$13.00 


Base Price 
$15.00 


Base Price 
$17.00 


Base Price 
$19.00 





DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Base Price 
$9.50 


Base Price 
$11.50 


Base Price 
$13.50 


Base Price 
$15.50 


Base Price 
$17.50 


Base Price 
$19.50 


Hilltowns 


Circulation: 11,900 












ALL THREE ZONES. 
Phone: First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
State: Zip: Add a third ZONE 
X per week rate = $ Subtotal 
4 Cash  Check# x Number of Weeks 
Exp. Date CVV TOTAL Enclosed 
Date: 


Com AN, 


BUCKLAND 






WILLIAMSBURG 


Buy the Hilltowns ZONE for $9.50 for 20 words 
plus 50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone or add $15 to run in 


Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 
$5.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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Joan Beatty, 86 


Joan Beatty, 86, passed away peacefully at home 
on Sept. 9. Joan was born in Westfield, daughter to the 
late Orion J. And Madlyn A. (Fallon) Hallock. She was 
raised and educated in Chester, and was a graduate of 
Chester High School in 1951. She retired from the City 
of Westfield, where she was a notary public and also a 
data clerk for Westfield Gas and Electric. Joan enjoyed 
gardening but most of all she was a giver. She would 
always be there to help you no matter the circumstance. 

She is survived by children Karen Avery, Cheryl 
McLaughlin (Peter), Kevin Beatty (Lisa Sheehan) and 
Sharen Engwer (Paul Kosik). She was the grandmother 


“Nannie” to 11 grandchildren and 12 great grand- 
children. Joan is predeceased by her twin sister Jean, 
and her siblings Frances Jacobs, Charles Hallock, her 
grandson Bradley Beatty and her son-in-law George 
Avery. Joan will be missed by several nieces, nephews 
and to all who knew her. 

Per the request of Joan, all services will be private 
for the family. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
may be made in Joan’s memory to the Westfield Animal 
Shelter, 178 Apremont Highway, Westfield, MA 01085. 
Please visit www.westfieldfuneralhome.com to express 
condolences to the family. 


Robert T. Briand, 60 


Robert T. Briand,60, of Huntington, 
passed away in the comfort of his home sur- 
rounded by his loving children on Tuesday, 
Sept. 15, 2020. He was the loyal and proud 
father of Alisha Briand, Brad Briand and 
Robert Briand Jr. A devoted son of the late 
Albert E Sr. and Dorothy A. (Lynch) Briand. 
Robert grew up in and was educated in 
Holbrook. 

As a young father of three, he became 
a self-taught mechanic and welder, in 
which Robert successfully thrived with his own diesel 
mechanic business. Robert was also an avid Harley 
rider, riding from Sturgis, SD to Laconia, NH any 
chance he could. Robert was a caring animal lover, 
taking in cats and adopting dogs, his heart always had 
room for furry friends. He was a loyal, genuine, kind, 





soul who remained young at heart to the 
very end. His smile laugh and the gift of gab 
could brighten anyone’s day. 

Robert is survived by his children 
Alisha Briand and spouse Joseph Leblanc, 
Brad Briand and spouse Jessica Flax, and 
Robert Briand Jr. and wife Marylee; as well 
as his grandson Cyrus Briand, sister Pamela 
Pike and husband Jerry, Sister Annette 
Fuller and husband Bill, brother Albert 
Briand (deceased) and wife Marie, brother 
Dennis Briand and wife Maureen; as well as many 
nieces and nephews. 

Services will be private. A celebration of life will 
be planned at a later date. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations can be made to Westfield Regional Animal 
Shelter, 178 Apremont Way, Westfield, MA 01085. 


Cynthia Pamela Hill, 72 


Cynthia P. Hill, 72, passed away on Ad, 


Sept. 11, 2020 in Springfield, MA. She was 
born in Philadelphia, PA, on July 2, 1948, 
and grew up in Westfield, NJ. She was the 
daughter of the late Robert S. and Dorothy 
Jean (Ludlow) Hill. 

Cindy obtained her LPN license and 
devoted her nearly 50-year working career 
to the care of elderly, psychiatric, and vet- 
eran patients, working at hospitals, nursing 
homes, and for private patients. She won 
Florence Nightingale awards for excellent patient care 
at several institutions. 

She loved helping people and making them 
laugh, creating beauty, and caring for animals. 
Unconventional, creative and loving, she enjoyed all 
of nature, especially the beauty of the mountains. For 
many years she and her partner lived in a log cabin they 
designed and built themselves in the Adirondack Park 
of New York state, and the story of the cabin was fea- 
tured in the September-October 1979 issue of Mother 


Michael J. 


Michael J. Porter, 70, of Huntington 
passed away peacefully at home on Sept.15. 
He leaves behind his wife of 41 years, 
Amy Porter, his beloved sons. Michael B. 
Porter (Ashley Kost) of West Dover, VT, 
and Matthew R. Porter (Anna Mefferd) of 
Putney, VT; his cherished grandsons Wilder 
and Atticus, his brother Thomas J. Porter of 
Punta Gorda, FL, and sister Karen Errigo. 
He was predeceased by his mother Helen 
Myers Porter, his brother Bruce W. Porter, 
and his father William J. Porter, who he never stopped 
missing. He also leaves behind an extended family of 
in-laws, nieces, nephews, their children and the many 
friends he made over the years. Even though he was 
terrible at keeping in touch, they all remained in his 
heart to the end. 

Mike grew up on the beach in Long Branch, NJ, 
and loved every minute of it. He was a proud third 
generation tree climber with Porter’s Tree Service 
in Rumson, NJ, and climbed the biggest trees in the 
world during a year spent with his brother Bruce in San 
Anselmo, CA. His first love was surfing, and he surfed 
waves up and down the East Coast, competed with the 
Eastern Surfing Association., and also rode waves in 
California, Puerto Rico and Barbados. 
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~~, Earth News. 

: An accomplished artist with a droll 
sense of humor, Cindy worked in a variety 
of media including watercolors, acrylics, 
India ink, and natural materials like wild- 
flowers and crystals. She created delight- 
ful greeting cards and postcards as well as 
collages, paintings, and wreaths. She also 
studied tattooing and lent her artistic talents 
to her clients’ designs. 

Cindy will be sorely missed by her sis- 
ters Catherine Hill of Virginia, Christine Robinson of 
California, Deborah Mygatt of Connecticut, and Denise 
Ruterbories of North Carolina, as well as numerous 
nephews and nieces and their families. 

Memorial contributions in Cynthia’s memory may 
be made to The Humane Society of the United States 
1255 23rd Street, NW, Suite 450, Washington, DC 
20037. For more information or to leave an online con- 
dolence, please visit www.forastiere.com 


Porter, 70 


He loved to surf cast for striped bass 
and bluefish, and caught many blackfish 
under the waves with a Hawaiian sling. He 
was a gifted juried artist, capturing the birds 
and bird nests he saw climbing with exqui- 
site detail. 

Moving with the family to Western 
Mass more than 30 years ago, he soon 
traded his climbing spurs to work as a 
groundskeeper for the Clarke School for 
the Deaf in Northampton. He took up 
snowboarding, becoming somewhat of a kahuna at 
Blandford Ski Area while his sons were growing up 
there. He also still hit the beaches in Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, and Maine whenever he could, and 
when he was landlocked, he would practice paddling 
on the Westfield River. He’d also leave his surfboard 
on his truck all year-round. He switched to trout fish- 
ing, although his fish of a lifetime was caught on a 
solo midnight cast with 15 pound test from the shore at 
Truro bay, where he bagged a hard fought 49-inch strip- 
er, leaving it in the bathtub overnight to the screams of 
everyone else in the morning. 

Plans for a private memorial service are being 
made, and his ashes will be scattered on his favorite 
surfing beaches along the East Coast. 
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DEATH NOTICES 


BEATTY, JOAN 


Died Sept. 9, 2020 
Services are Private 


BRIAND, ROBERT T. 


Died Sept. 15, 2020 
Services will be Private 


HILL, CYNTHIA P. 
Died Sept. 11, 2020 


PORTER, MICHAEL J. 


Died Sept. 15, 2020 
Services are Private 


WICKLAND, GARY WILBUR 


Died Sept. 18, 2020 
Graveside Service Oct. 3, 11 a.m. 
Center Cemetery, North Road 








Gary Wilbur Wickland, 71 


Gary Wilbur Wickland, 
71, lifelong resident of 
Chesterfield, passed away at 
home in the early morning of 
Friday, Sept. 18, 2020 after 
a long battle with cancer. He 
was born in Northampton, MA 
on March 14, 1949 to the late 
Francis W. and Mildred S. 
(Sanford) Wickland. 

Gary was a graduate of 
Smith Vocational Technical High School where 
he played baseball, was a member of the Future 
Farmers of America and the R.O.T.C. program. 
He was a dairy farmer on the family farm, Golden 
Sunset Farm, in Chesterfield. He was also a police 
officer for the Chesterfield Police Department for 
over 45 years, of which 30 years were spent serv- 
ing as the Chief of Police. He was also a volunteer 
firefighter for the Chesterfield Fire Department for 
nearly 50 years, during which he served as Fire 
Captain. Gary was one of the founding members of 
the Chesterfield 4 Seasons Sportsmen’s club. Gary 
was an avid outdoorsman who enjoyed hunting and 
fishing and snowmobiling in his younger days, but 
most of all, he loved spending time with his family, 
especially his grandchildren. He was well known 
and well respected by the community. 

He is survived by his devoted wife, Sandra 
(Granger) Wickland; his children: Denise Wickland, 
Chief of Police Williamsburg, and her husband 
Robert Cayo III; his daughter Amy Wickland; his 
grandchildren Austin, Laina, Cadence and Aiden; 
his siblings Ruth Wade, Marilyn Donovan, Donald 
Wickland, Eleanor Smith and Karl Wickland; and 
an Uncle, Glen Wickland. Also, several nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and dear friends. Besides his 
parents, he was predeceased by his brother Kenneth 
Wickland. 

There will be a graveside service on Saturday, 
Oct. 3, at 11 a.m. in the Center Cemetery on North 
Road. 

In lieu of flowers consider a contribution to a 
charity of the donator’s choice. 

Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, all attendees 
are required to wear face coverings, practice social 
distancing, not allowed to congregate at the ceme- 
tery, and are respectfully asked for no contact with 
the family, but know that your presence is truly 
appreciated. 





Country Journal 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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EDIBLES 


SCAN TO SEE OUR | 


eummmmmmems $BETTERYOURJOURNEY 
ALL YOU NEED IS A VALID 21+ ID! 


Please Consume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older.Keep out of the reach of children. 





This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there 
may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when 
under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. 

Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed by two hours or more. 

In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 


